
Solar incentives 
for business 
owners and 
landlords
IN THE LODDON-MALLEE 

& GREATER BENDIGO REGION 

The Community Power Hub can 
help you reduce your energy costs 
with clean energy.

CONTACT US

Email: hello@bsg.org.au

Phone: 03 5443 5244

The Community Power Hub Loddon Mallee project supports 

communities across the region to learn about and implement local 

community renewable energy projects. Bendigo Sustainability 

Group has been delivering the Community Power Hub project and 

this is funded by Sustainability Victoria on behalf of the Victorian 

Government.

This brochure has been produced in 

partnership between the Community 

Power Hub and the City of Greater 

Bendigo (via the Greater Bendigo 

Climate Collaboration). 

www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/

climatecollaboration

Greater Bendigo Climate Collaboration and 

Community Power Hub Loddon Mallee present

SOLAR INCENTIVES FOR BUSINESS OWNERS AND LANDLORDS 1



THE COST OF ENERGY, 

LIKE THE COST OF DOING 

BUSINESS, CONTINUES 

TO RISE.

MANAGE YOUR BUSINESS 

ENERGY USE TO SAVE 

MONEY AND REDUCE 

YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT.

Solar for your business – 
What is possible?
The Community Power Hub Loddon Mallee, supported by Bendigo 

Sustainability Group, Sustainability Victoria and the Victorian Government, 

want to help local businesses and organisations shift to a low-carbon, clean-

energy future! 

Here’s how. 

Install rooftop solar and watch your savings grow as electricity costs rise. 

Check out these scenarios and see what you can save. (Based on costs as at 

June 2022). 

BEFORE: 

Average consumption: 

35kWh/day from 

the grid

Average bill: $800/qtr

BEFORE: 

Average consumption: 

109kWh/day from 

the grid

Average bill: $1,900/qtr

BEFORE: 

Average consumption: 

1411kWh/day from 

the grid

Average bill: $23,500/qtr

AFTER 5kW solar power 

system installed: 

Average consumption: 

23kWh/day from the grid

Average bill: $500/qtr

AFTER 26kW solar power 

system installed: 

Average consumption: 

42kWh/day from the grid

Average bill: $638/qtr

AFTER 96kW solar power 

system installed: 

Average consumption: 

1181kWh/day from the grid

Average bill: $18,945/qtr

Savings on 

power bill: 

approximately 

$1,227.60 

per year

Savings on 

power bill: 

approximately 

$5,048.00 

per year

Savings on 

power bill: 

approximately 

$18,219.00 

per year

BUSINESS A - SMALL ENERGY USER

BUSINESS B - MEDIUM ENERGY USER

BUSINESS C - LARGE ENERGY USER
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Ways to 
save energy in 
your business

Small, medium, and large 

commercial buildings can 

significantly reduce their emissions 

and save money through cost-

effective improvements and 

upgrades. 

Many businesses are committing 

to energy efficiency and carbon 

neutrality, with a keen eye on the 

financial and reputational benefits 

that can follow from this. 

To see a list of energy audit service 

providers in the Loddon Mallee go 

to: bit.ly/39DeFix 

An energy auditor will review your 

past energy bills, your equipment 

and the way your business 

operates. They’ll show you where 

you’re losing energy and what you 

can do about it.

An energy auditor can:

• Evaluate your business’s energy 

use

• Verify where energy is being 

wasted

• Recommend specific 

improvements

• Estimate costs and savings

• Help you understand your 

energy bills

• Map out energy efficiency 

projects

The Victorian Energy Upgrades 

program also helps cut power 

bills and reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions by giving businesses 

access to discounted energy-

efficient products and services. 

To find out more, go to: https://

www.energy.vic.gov.au/energy-

efficiency/victorian-energy-

upgrades

Solar for Business rebates 
and interest-free loans
These rebates and loans can save business owners thousands of 

dollars on solar installations and subsequent power bills. They apply 

to businesses which own or lease their business premises.

REBATES

Solar Victoria is providing eligible business owners a rebate of 

50% off the cost of rooftop solar (up to $3,500), to make solar more 

affordable. This can save thousands of dollars in installation and 

running costs.  

The total rebate amount is capped at $3,500 or 50% of the cost 

on any approved system. For example, if the net costs of solar are 

$10,000, the rebate value applied is $3,500 (not $5,000). If the net 

costs are $4,000 the rebate value applied is $2,000 (not $3,500). 

LOANS

To further reduce costs, business owners can apply for an interest-

free loan. The loan amount is based on the quote provided to Solar 

Victoria. Loans start from $1,000 to a maximum amount of $5,000. 

Business owners have the option of paying over 12 or 24 months or 

can repay the loan sooner in one lump sum.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

All entity types, excluding government organisations, are eligible 

for the Solar for Business rebate providing they meet the following 

eligibility criteria:

• Be the owner of a business that employs at least one person, 

not including the business owner, and less than 50 full time 

equivalent (FTE) employees

• Operate from premises that are non-residential

• Operate from premises that are individually metered

• If the premises is leased, agreement and consent is required 

between the landlord and tenant.

• Your system must be installed by a Solar Victoria approved solar 

retailer as detailed on Solar Victoria’s website

• Install a solar system with an inverter capacity size up to 30kW, 

and detailed on the Solar Victoria approved product list. 

Our list of authorised retailers can be found at: 

www.solar.vic.gov.au/find-authorised-retailer 

Our list of approved products can be found at: 

www.solar.vic.gov.au/approved-products

Further details on the Solar for Business Programs: 

www.solar.vic.gov.au/solar-small-business 
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Community 
Power Hub 
Loddon Mallee’s 
Revolving Energy 
Fund
Backed by Bendigo Sustainability Group, we 

are supporting the transition to clean energy in 

communities across the Loddon Mallee region by 

providing funding for renewable energy projects. 

Projects can include rooftop solar installations 

or any project that allows the applicant to pay 

the funds back over time through savings on their 

energy costs.              

Funds from the revolving fund could also be used as 

a co-contribution for another grant application (e.g. 

a local government grant).

The nature of a revolving fund means there is a 

limited amount of funding available; the intention is 

to support more projects once funds have been paid 

back. Favourable payback periods (e.g. 2-3 years) 

will therefore be a consideration when applications 

are evaluated by the committee.

We’re currently open to expressions of interest for 

projects that meet the following eligibility criteria:

• A community group, not-for-profit or business;

• In the Loddon Mallee region; and

• Looking to install an energy project with the 

ability to pay back funds.

BUSINESSES AND NOT-FOR-

PROFITS WHO WANT TO REDUCE 

ENERGY COSTS AND TAKE ACTION 

ON CLIMATE CHANGE CAN APPLY 

TO US FOR A LOW-INTEREST OR 

NO-INTEREST LOAN.
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SOLAR FOR YOUR BUSINESS 

- INFO SESSION

Tuesday 16 August, 10am

Want to know more about the 

Solar for Business rebates and 

Solar Victoria’s interest-free loans 

featured in this brochure?  

Join the Loddon Mallee Community 

Power Hub and Solar Victoria for a 

free online information session at 

10am on Tuesday August 16. 

Bring your questions and put your 

business on the path to a cleaner, 

cheaper energy future.

To find out more and 

register, please go to: 

www.trybooking.com/CAQDX 

Important dates

COLLABORATION LEAD MAJOR PARTNER

FOUNDING PARTNERS

PREMIUM PARTNERS

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
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CREATE A Regional 
Zero Emissions Roadmap

Join us to:

Solving the climate crisis together.

Background: 

For the next three years, the Greater 

Bendigo Climate Collaboration will work 

with businesses, community organisations, 

householders and schools across Greater 

Bendigo to act  on climate, plan for zero 

emissions and get involved in community 

projects to set a course for reaching zero 

emissions by 2030.

Regional Forums: 

As part of this, the Collaboration will also 

bring together Local Government areas from 

across the wider region  to create a Regional 

Zero Emissions Roadmap with climate 

change projects designed to help each local 

city/community to reach zero emissions.

We will then advocate for these projects to 

be supported, funded and enacted.

Express 
Interest:

Regional Forums: 

For details about the 

regional forums for 

Local Government 

areas, email us at 

gbcc@bendigo.vic.

gov.au

Check our website 
and sign up to our 

e-newsletter at 
www.bendigo.

vic.gov.au/

climatecollaboration


